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  SARASOTA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER 9:00 a.m. 
1660 RINGLING BOULEVARD 

COUNTY COMMISSION CHAMBER 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 

 
Nora Patterson, Chair, District 4 
Shannon Staub, Vice Chair, District 3 
Paul H. Mercier, District 1 
Joseph A. Barbetta, District 2 
Jon Thaxton, District 5 
 
Also present were: 
 
James Ley, County Administrator 
Stephen DeMarsh, County Attorney 
Spring Dickson, Deputy Clerk 
Claudia Goodson, Deputy Clerk 
 
INVOCATION 
Planning and Development Services Communications Manager Warren Richardson 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Thaxton 
 
DISCUSSION SECTION: 
 
 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 The Board considered the Community Reinvestment Program Applications. 
 
 Staff Presenter:  Financial Planning Fiscal Budget Management Analyst Elizabeth 

Damschroder 
 
 Public Presenter:  Venice City Manager Martin Black 
 
 9:17:30 Board Action:  Approved the appropriation of $1,250,000.00 from the Community 

Reinvestment Fund for the City of Venice's Stormwater Project, payable to the City of 
Venice as a Grant.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 9:20:01 Board Action:  Approved the appropriation of funds from the Community 
Reinvestment Fund to the Siesta Key Beautification Project, in the amount of 
$4,500,000.00, payable over two years in the form of a Grant.  Moved by Thaxton, 
seconded by Mercier, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
(9:21:50) 
 2. PUBLIC WORKS 
 The Board considered options to reduce right-of-way acquisition costs through the 

Transfer of Development Rights. 
 
 Staff Presenters:  Public Works Real Property Manager Lin Kurant, Planning and 

Development Services Interim Zoning Administrator Tina Crawford, County Administrator 
James Ley, and County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh 

 
 9:45:15 Board Action:  Directed the County Administrator to proceed with the transfer of 

development rights for Developers when donating right-of-way.  Requested by Patterson, 
without objection. 
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(9:46:06) 
 3. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 The Board considered the Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority 

(PRMRWSA) Strategic Plan. 
 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock and Environmental Services 

Water Resources General Manager Theresa Connor 
 
 Item submitted:  A copy of Staff's PowerPoint presentation 
 
 10:30:02 Board Action:  Requested that Commr. Staub, as the PRMRWSA Chair, convey 

the Board's concern regarding the restructuring of Staff/personnel to enhance 
PRMRWSA's leadership skills to benefit individual members in addition to Regional 
concerns.  Requested by Patterson, without objection. 

 10:38:57 Board Action:  Directed the County Administrator to add language to the 
PRMRWSA Strategic Plan regarding the coordination of Local Government land-use 
decisions with sustainable water supplies.  Moved by Thaxton, seconded by Patterson, 
carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 10:40:38 Board Action:  Endorsed the PRMRWSA Strategic Plan, as amended, including 
the Board's recommendations made this date.  Moved by Thaxton, seconded by Barbetta, 
carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
RECESS:  10:39 a.m. - 10:57 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 4. PUBLIC WORKS 
 Public hearing continued from January 24, 2007, to consider Street Vacation Petition No. 

SV04-25, a petition by Richard DeVita, to vacate, abandon, discontinue, and close a 
portion of a 33-foot wide unimproved, platted public right-of-way known as Lee Road, lying 
within North Venice Farms. 

 Note:  Staff has requested a continuance of the public hearing to June 6, 2007, at 1:30 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible. 

 
 Staff Presenter:  Public Works Real Property Manager Lin Kurant 
 
 10:59:21 Board Action:  Continued the public hearing on Street Vacation No. 04-25 to 

June 6, 2007, at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  Moved by Barbetta, 
seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
 Note:  Oath/Signature Cards Filed for Record. 
 
(10:59:22) 
 5. PUBLIC WORKS 
 Public hearing to consider a proposed Resolution, Plat Vacation Petition No. PV06-17, a 

petition by Jason and Leila Newcomb, to vacate the County's interest of a portion of a 13-
foot wide platted, drainage and utility easement lying within Lot 4, Ridgewood Estates, to 
clear title defects and cure the garage encroachment. 

 
 Staff Presenter:  Public Works Real Property Manager Lin Kurant 
 
 Public Presenter:  Attorney Stephen Rees, Jr. 
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 5. PUBLIC WORKS - Continued 
 11:02:57 Board Action:  Closed the public hearing.  Moved by Staub, seconded by 

Thaxton, carried without objection. 
 11:03:16 Board Action:  Adopted Resolution No. 2007-061, approving Plat Vacation 

Petition No. PV06-17.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 
 Note:  Oath/Signature Cards Filed for Record. 
 
(11:03:18) 
 6. PUBLIC WORKS 
 First public hearing to consider a proposed Contract, a Supplemental Agreement, 

Amendment No. 3 to Contract No. 2006-170, with Alert Core Drilling, Inc., for the 
construction of necessary roadway improvements for the Clark Road/Honore Avenue 
Intersection Improvement Project.  (Note:  Second public hearing scheduled for April 11, 
2007.) 

 
 Staff Presenter:  Public Works Transportation Planning Policy and Project Manager Tom 

Polk 
 
 11:06:45 Board Action:  Closed the public hearing by Patterson, without objection. 
 
 Note:  Oath/Signature Cards Filed for Record. 
 
RECESS:  12:02 p.m. - 2:05 p.m. 
 
(2:47:54) 
 7. OPEN TO PUBLIC - Opened and closed without comment.   
 
DISCUSSION SECTION:  (Continued) 
 
(2:05:05) 
 8. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 The Board considered the following Items: 
 A. A proposed Resolution compiling, codifying, amending, and restating Resolution No. 93-

090, as amended, pertaining to the issuance of Utility System Revenue Refunding Bonds, 
Series 1993; 

 B. A proposed Resolution supplementing Resolution No. 93-011, authorizing the issuance of 
County Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007, providing the terms of issuance and 
repayment, and delegating certain authority to the Chair or Vice Chair to award said 
Bonds pursuant to a competitive bid, in an amount not to exceed $50,000,000.00. 

 
 Staff Presenter:  Environmental Services Operations General Manager George 

MacFarlane 
 
 Item submitted:  A copy of Staff’s PowerPoint presentation 
 
 2:12:49 Board Action:  Adopted Resolution No. 2007-062, compiling, codifying, amending, 

and restating Resolution No. 93-090, as amended, pertaining to the issuance of Utility 
System Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 1993.  Moved by Barbetta, seconded by 
Staub, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 
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 8. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - Continued 
 2:12:56 Board Action:  Adopted Resolution No. 2007-063, supplementing Resolution No. 

93-011, authorizing the issuance of  County Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007, 
providing the terms of issuance and repayment, and delegating certain authority to the 
Chair or Vice Chair to award said Bonds pursuant to a competitive bid, in an amount not to 
exceed $50,000,000.00.  Moved by Barbetta, seconded by Staub, carried by a 4-0 vote, 
with Mercier not present. 

 
(2:13:44) 
 9. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 The Board considered the following Items: 
 A. Authorization to advertise a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance No. 2007-036, 

as amended, amending Ordinance No. 88-056, as amended and codified in Chapter 110, 
Article VIII of the County Code, relating to impact fees for Fire/Rescue Facilities; 

 B. Authorization to advertise a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance No. 2007-037, 
as amended, amending Ordinance No. 2002-091, as amended and codified in Chapter 
110, Article XII of the County Code, relating to impact fees for Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) Impact Facilities; 

 C. Authorization to advertise a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance No. 2007-038, 
as amended, creating Chapter 70, Article IX of the County Code relating to impact fees for 
Law Enforcement; 

 D. Authorization to advertise a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance No. 2007-039, 
as amended, creating Chapter 70, Article X of the County Code relating to impact fees for 
Justice Facilities; 

 E. Authorization to advertise a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance No. 2007-040, 
as amended, creating Chapter 70, Article XI of the County Code relating to impact fees for 
General Government. 

 
 Staff Presenter:  Planning and Development Services Senior Planner Gene Engman 
 
 2:17:35 Board Action:  Authorized advertisement of a public hearing to consider proposed 

Ordinance No. 2007-036, as amended, amending Ordinance No. 88-056, as amended, 
relating to impact fees for Fire/Rescue Facilities.   Moved by Thaxton, seconded by 
Barbetta, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 

 2:17:35 Board Action:  Authorized advertisement of a public hearing to consider proposed 
Ordinance No. 2007-037, as amended, amending Ordinance No. 2002-091, as amended, 
relating to impact fees for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Impact Facilities.  Moved 
by Thaxton, seconded by Barbetta, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 

 2:17:35 Board Action:  Authorized advertisement of a public hearing to consider proposed 
Ordinance No. 2007-038, as amended, creating impact fees for Law Enforcement.  Moved 
by Thaxton, seconded by Barbetta, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 

 2:17:35 Board Action:  Authorized advertisement of a public hearing to consider Ordinance 
No. 2007-039, as amended, creating impact fees for Justice Facilities.  Moved by Thaxton, 
seconded by Barbetta, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 

 2:17:35 Board Action:  Authorized advertisement of a public hearing to consider Ordinance 
No. 2007-040, as amended, creating impact fees for General Government.  Moved by 
Thaxton, seconded by Barbetta, carried by a 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 
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(2:19:01) 
10. COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 County Attorney's Annual Report. 
 
 Staff Presenter:  County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh 
 
 Items submitted:  A copy of the Fiscal Year 2006 County Attorney Annual Report 
 
 2:36:40 Board Action:  Moved to authorize the Chair to negotiate and prepare a salary 

recommendation for County Attorney DeMarsh for future Board consideration.  Moved by 
Barbetta, seconded by Thaxton. 

 2:37:31 Board Action:  Approved the Chair's recommendation to increase County Attorney 
DeMarsh’s salary compensation by five percent annually, retroactively.  Moved by 
Barbetta, seconded by Staub, carried by 4-0 vote, with Mercier not present. 

 2:38:40 Board Action:  Requested that the County Attorney's Office provide an updated 
comparison report on other County Attorney salaries.  Requested by Patterson, without 
objection. 

 
11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(11:07:30) 
 A. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 Items submitted:  An Interoffice Memorandum regarding House Bill 1281 and Senate Bill 

2346 relative to the Myakka River Legislation 
 
  11:13:44 Board Action:  Approved support of the Myakka River Legislation House Bill 

1281/Senate Bill 2346 contingent upon modifications outlined in Staff's report.  Moved by 
Thaxton, seconded by Mercier, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
(11:14:32) 
 B. COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh commented on the following item:  Interoffice 

Memorandum No. 843 regarding the Case of Joseph Wilson, Personal Representative of 
Keith Dirling, deceased Employee v. Sarasota County. 

 
 Items submitted:  Interoffice Memorandum Nos. 843, 844, 845, and 846 
 
 11:15:52 Board Action:  Approved the settlement in the Case of Kathleen King v. Sarasota 

County, (Interoffice Memorandum No. 844), in the amount of $28,500.00.  Moved by 
Staub, seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 11:17:24 Board Action:  Approved the settlement of the outstanding attorney fees in the 
Case of Charles Pounds v. Sarasota County, (Interoffice Memorandum No. 845), in the 
amount of $43,441.10.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 11:18:04 Board Action:  Approved the settlement of all claims in the Case of Georgia Reed 
f/k/a Georgia Conwell v. Miguel Torres, et al, (Interoffice Memorandum No. 846), in the 
amount of $50,000.00.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Mercier, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 11:18:43 Board Action:  Approved the Final Plat of Bradford Manor Townhomes.  Moved 
by Thaxton, seconded by Mercier, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
 C. COMMISSIONER STAUB 
 Commr. Staub commented on and discussions were held on the following topics/issues:  

the School Board's objection to affordable housing at Toledo Blade and Price Boulevards, 
location/funding for the future City of North Port Library, and funding options for the 
Osprey Library. 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS - Continued 
 
 C. COMMISSIONER STAUB - Continued 
 Item submitted:  A copy of an Interoffice Memorandum regarding the Buchan Airport fence 
 
 11:20:12 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator and the Traffic Advisory 

Council schedule meetings in South County if a majority of the issues on the agenda are 
regarding South County roads.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 
vote. 

 11:22:14 Board Action:  Approved support of the City of North Port's and Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital's opposition of House Bill 1361 and Senate Bill 2886 regarding the 
prevention of the Hospital operating a walk-in clinic.  Moved by Staub, seconded by 
Thaxton, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 11:31:52 Board Action:  Approved Staff's recommendation to decline the use of the 
Department of Transportation Aviation Grant, and to secure alternative funding to install 
the fence at Buchan Airport along Old Englewood Road and Kiwanis Park. 

 
(11:33:13) 
 D. COMMISSIONER BARBETTA 
 Commr. Barbetta commented on and discussions were held on a public workshop 

regarding the citizen-initiated Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reclassify McIntosh 
Road from Fruitville Road to Bahia Vista Street from a four-lane to a two-lane road. 

 
 11:41:12 Board Action:  Authorized the County Administrator to prepare correspondence 

for the Chair's signature to be sent to the Venice City Council regarding consideration to 
the existing zoning and the future Comprehensive Plan Land-Use Designation while 
determining land-use compatibility.  Moved by Thaxton, seconded by Barbetta, carried by 
a 5-0 vote. 

 11:47:48 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator evaluate the possibility 
of obtaining the $275,000.00, one-time Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Education 
Grant.  Requested by Barbetta and Thaxton, without objection. 

 
 E. COMMISSIONER THAXTON 
 Commr. Thaxton commented on and discussions were held on the update of the U.S. 41 

Medallion Project. 
 
 11:48:45 Board Action:  Requested correspondence be resubmitted to Governor Charlie 

Crist, with copies submitted to the Florida Transportation Commission, supporting the 
candidacy of Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Secretary Stanley 
Cann as the next Secretary of the FDOT.  Requested by Thaxton, without objection. 

 11:54:24 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator evaluate the traffic 
circulation concern on Old Venice Road at Pineview School.  Requested by Thaxton, 
without objection. 

 
(11:55:42) 
 F. COMMISSIONER MERCIER 
 Commr. Mercier commented on and discussions were held on the Code Enforcement 

concern regarding a single family home for sale on Webber Street being advertised as a 
multi-family dwelling. 

 
 11:59:10 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator contact the Property 

Appraiser regarding Legislation and property tax issues and to consider scheduling a 
future Board discussion.  Requested by Mercier and Patterson, without objection. 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS - Continued 
 
 G. CHAIR PATTERSON 
 12:00:15 Board Action:  Directed the County Administrator to contact West Coast Inland 

Navigation District (WCIND) Executive Director Chuck Listowski and City of Venice Mayor 
Fred Hammett in response to a request by the City of Venice for a no-wake zone to be 
located in the Hatchett Creek Bridge area.  Moved by Staub, seconded by Patterson, 
carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 12:01:52 Board Action: Requested a report regarding the cost to the home owner during 
the next phase of the Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program.  Requested by 
Patterson, without objection. 

 
(2:40:30) 
 H. ADMINISTRATION 
 The Board reviewed the County Commission Outstanding Board Assignments Report 

dated March 14, 2007. 
 
(2:47:13) 
 I. ADMINISTRATION 
 The Board reviewed the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Schedule. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  2:48 p.m. 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:                                                                                          
    Chair 


