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  SARASOTA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER 9:00 a.m. 
1660 RINGLING BOULEVARD 
THINK TANK, THIRD FLOOR 

SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
 

Nora Patterson, Chair, District 4 
Shannon Staub, Vice Chair, District 3 
Paul H. Mercier, District 1 
Joseph A. Barbetta, District 2 
Jon Thaxton, District 5 
 
Also present were: 
 
James Ley, County Administrator 
David Bullock, Deputy County Administrator 
Susan Scott, Deputy County Administrator 
Stephen DeMarsh, County Attorney 
Claudia Goodson, Deputy Clerk 
 

BUDGET WORKSHOP 
 
(9:07:27) 
 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 The Board considered the development of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 Budget. 
 
 Staff Presenters:  County Administrator James Ley, Deputy County Administrator David 

Bullock, Chief Financial Planning Officer Jeffrey Seward, and Financial Planning Strategic 
Operations Executive Director Mary Sassi 

 
 Item submitted:  A copy of the County Administrator’s FY 2008 Proposed Budget Plan 
 
 9:26:48 Board Action:  Requested clarification of the term "personal income."  Requested 

by Patterson, without objection. 
 9:43:13 Board Action:  Requested that the Board defer action to July 5, 2007, regarding 

Tourist Development Tax (TDT) fund allocations and the Cincinnati Reds Stadium pending 
a discussion/input on the matter by the City of Sarasota Commission.  Requested by 
Staub, without objection. 

 9:45:20 Board Action:  Requested to delete consideration to reallocate Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) funding.  Requested by Patterson, without objection. 

 9:53:47 Board Action: Requested review of the FY 2009 Budget should the proposed 
Legislative Constitutional Amendment fail.  Requested by Thaxton, without objection. 

 9:57:25 Board Action:  Requested clarification of the Elected Officials' proposed FY 2008 
Budget versus the FY 2008 Overview of Budget Reductions.  Requested by Thaxton, 
without objection. 

 10:01:55 Board Action:  Requested clarification regarding the reduction/rebalancing of the 
one-time reserves and reserve maintenance.  Requested by Thaxton, without objection. 

 10:09:25 Board Action:  Requested clarification of the amount of the FY 2008 Overview 
Budget Reductions needed for Board consideration regarding "with" versus "without" 
reverse fund calculations.  Requested by Patterson, without objection. 

 10:17:28 Board Action:  Requested clarification of the Save Our Homes tax exemption 
versus the proposed Super Exemption percentage calculations relative to the proposed 
FY 2009 Budget should the Constitutional Amendment be approved.  Requested by 
Staub, without objection. 
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RECESS:  10:34 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. 
 
 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING - Continued 
 
(10:50:45) 
 A. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 The Board considered the proposed FY 2008 Budget for the Planning and Development 

Services (PDS) Business Center relative to the Level of Service (LOS) Implications, Policy 
Implications, and Community Outcome Areas Affected for PDS Land 
Development/Rezone, Special Exception, and Development of Regional Impact (DRI) 
Petitions, PDS Land Development/Code Enforcement, PDS Land Development/Survey, 
Plat Approval, and Mapping, PDS Land Development/Zoning, PDS Geomatics, PDS 
Neighborhood Services, and PDS Community Housing on pages 1 through 6, Tab 6 of 
Staff’s report. 

 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock, PDS Executive Director 

Rob Lewis, PDS Planning Director Anne McClung, PDS Land Development Services 
Inspection Services Manager Jim O’Donnell, PDS Zoning Administrator Tina Crawford, 
PDS Neighborhood Services Supervisor Jane Grogg, and PDS Interim Community 
Housing Manager Marybeth Humphries 

 
 10:59:01 Board Action:  Requested clarification on the impact to the Community Outcome 

Areas from the proposed $84,547.00 reduction regarding PDS Land 
Development/Rezone, Special Exception, and DRI Petitions.  Requested by Barbetta, 
without objection. 

 10:59:16 Board Action:  Requested review of proposed fee increases/additional revenue 
sources to offset Budget reductions.  Requested by Barbetta and Thaxton, without 
objection. 

 11:09:34 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to review the proposed 
$6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plan reductions. 

 11:16:48 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amounts between the proposed $6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plans 
and to extend the processing time for PDS Land Development/Rezone, Special Exception, 
and DRI Petitions and directed the County Administrator to bring back the Item for Board 
consideration. 

 11:26:24 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amount between the proposed $6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plans for 
PDS Land Development/Survey, Plat Approval, and Mapping. 

 11:30:47 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to avoid reductions 
below the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for PDS Land Development/Zoning. 

 11:32:50 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amount as presented in the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for PDS Geomatics. 

 11:39:18 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amount between the proposed $6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plans for 
PDS Neighborhood Services. 

 11:42:55 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to not reduce the fund 
expenditures as presented in the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for PDS Community 
Housing. 
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 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING - Continued 
 
(11:45:33/2:37:25) 
 B. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 The Board considered the proposed FY 2008 Budget for the Community Services 

Business Center relative to the Level of Service (LOS) Implications, Policy Implications, 
and Community Outcome Areas Affected for the Cooperative Extension, Libraries, History 
Center, and Parks and Recreation on pages 6 through 10, Tab 6 of Staff’s report. 

 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock, Community Services 

Executive Director Larry Arnold, Community Services Cooperative Extension Family and 
Consumer Services General Manager Carolyn Gregov, County Administrator James Ley, 
Community Services Libraries General Manager Sarabeth Kalajian, Community Services 
History Center General Manager David Baber, Community Services Parks and Recreation 
General Manager John McCarthy, and Emergency Services Executive Director Michael 
Suarez 

 
 Public Presenter:  Health and Human Services Executive Director William Little 
 
 11:59:30 Board Action:  Requested that the Board review/address budget reductions 

relative to County facilities/leases/vacant office space versus impacting County 
services/programs.  Requested by Barbetta, without objection. 

 12:02:59 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to direct Staff to bring 
back the proposed budget reductions based upon the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan 
for Cooperative Extension relative to the transference of the Florida House operations to 
the Community and the transference of the Integrated Pest Management Services to the 
Health Department for Board consideration. 

 2:40:11 Board Action:  Requested clarification regarding library personnel reductions from 
actual lay-offs versus through attrition and revisions to library hours of operation.  
Requested by Mercier, without objection. 

 2:53:11 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to retain the Collection 
Budget, reduce the library hours of operation, and reduce the budgeted amounts between 
the proposed $6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plans, or with the 
reductions based upon the $12 million Budget Plan if there is the ability to offset the 
reduction through an increased fee system for libraries. 

 2:58:04 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator review the library 
reciprocal borrowing agreements.  Requested by Patterson, without objection. 

 3:12:21 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the History 
Center FY 2008 Budget by seven percent. 

 3:25:10 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator review the economic 
impacts in the proposed reductions and the potential use of Tourist Development Tax 
(TDT) funding regarding the Lawn Bowl Tournament.  Requested by Barbetta and 
Thaxton, without objection. 

 3:52:12 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amount to $877,000.00 based upon the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for Parks and 
Recreation, with the Lido Beach and Robert L. Taylor Community Center swimming pools 
to remain open, and directed the County Administrator to provide a report to the Board on 
potential increases in user fees to offset the budget reductions. 

 
RECESS:  12:04 p.m. - 1:38 p.m. 
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 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING - Continued 
 
(1:41:19/5:19:55) 
 C. PUBLIC WORKS 
 The Board considered the proposed FY 2008 Budget for the Public Works Business 

Center relative to the Level of Service (LOS) Implications, Policy Implications, and 
Community Outcome Areas Affected for Facilities and Mobility/Sarasota County Area 
Transit (SCAT) services on pages 17 and 18, Tab 6 of Staff’s report and Mobility/Roadside 
Maintenance and Mobility/Traffic Control on page 1 of Staff's report submitted this date. 

 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock, Public Works Executive 

Director Jim Harriott, Public Works Administration Operations and Maintenance General 
Manager Tom Maroney, Enterprise Information Technology Chief Information Officer Bob 
Hanson, County Administrator James Ley, and Public Works Mobility Transit General 
Manager Anthony Beckford 

 
 Item submitted:  A copy of Staff’s Public Works Mobility Roadside Maintenance and 

Mobility Traffic Control proposed FY 2008 Budget reductions 
 
 1:44:45 Board Action:  Requested review of County facility lease renewals and space 

utilizations of County governmental operations.  Requested by Barbetta, without objection. 
 1:50:40 Board Action:  Requested information relative to the County office space leased at 

the Arthur Andersen Building.  Requested by Barbetta, without objection. 
 1:59:30 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator review/discuss 

possibilities to consolidate office space areas/locations with other governmental entities 
(i.e., School Board and area Municipalities.)  Requested by Mercier, without objection. 

 2:01:54 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the budgeted 
amount between the proposed $6.5 million and the proposed $12 million Budget Plans for 
Facilities. 

 2:14:54 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to retain Options 1 and 2 
and to delete Options 2, 3, and 4 from the Cost per Service/Route Options as presented in 
the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for Mobility/SCAT services. 

 2:16:10 Board Action:  Requested review of additional SCAT revenue relative to increased 
ridership fees and fees charged by other Florida counties.  Requested by Patterson, 
without objection. 

 2:19:34 Board Action:  Requested clarification on the impacts of bus fare fee increases to 
ridership.  Requested by Staub, without objection. 

 2:23:30 Board Action:  Authorized the County Administrator to initiate the public hearing 
process regarding a proposed increase of the bus fare ridership fee from 50 cents to 75 
cents.  Moved by Mercier, seconded by Staub, carried by a 4-1 vote; Barbetta voted "No." 

 2:26:11 Board Action:  Moved to schedule a Board discussion next year to address the 
possibility to further increase the bus fare ridership fee.  Moved by Mercier, died for lack of 
a second. 

 2:30:51 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to direct the County 
Administrator to review and provide a report on interior advertising on the SCAT buses as 
a revenue source. 

 5:24:46 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to not reduce the 
budgeted amounts regarding canopy mitigation, design review, and public outreach as 
presented in the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for Mobility/Roadside Maintenance. 

 5:27:38 Board Action:  Requested that the County Administrator reduce the time 
frame/costs relative to the sweeping of roadways with a reduction from weekly to monthly 
sweepings for the Siesta Key area and quarterly versus semi-annual sweepings in other 
areas within the County.  Requested by Patterson, without objection. 
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RECESS:  3:52 p.m. - 4:09 p.m. 
 
 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING - Continued 
 
(4:09:48) 
 D. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 The Board considered the proposed FY 2008 Budget for the Environmental Services 

Business Center relative to the Level of Service (LOS) Implications, Policy Implications, 
and Community Outcome Areas Affected for the Natural Resources Land Management 
Program, Natural Resources Coastal Planning and Beach Management, and Water 
Resources on pages 11 through 13, Tab 6 of Staff’s report. 

 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock, Environmental Services 

Executive Director Rob Patten, Environmental Services Coastal Resources Manager Laird 
Wreford, Environmental Services Natural Resources Resource Management Manager 
Belinda Perry, Environmental Services Air Quality/Storage Tank Management Manager 
John Hickey, Financial Planning Budget Management Analyst Steve Botelho, 
Environmental Services Water Resources General Manager Theresa Connor, and 
Planning and Development Services Chief Building Official Paul Radauskas 

 
 4:21:59 Board Action:  Requested review of the proposed $12 million Budget Plan relative 

to the Air Quality Program.  Requested by Staub, without objection. 
 4:25:55 Board Action:  Approved the reduction of the budgeted amount based upon the 

proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for the Natural Resources Land Management Program 
and Natural Resources Coastal Planning and Beach Management, excluding the 
reduction of the budgeted amount for the Sea Turtle Lighting Inspection Program.  Moved 
by Barbetta, seconded by Staub, carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 4:37:35 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to the budgeted amounts 
and proposed fee increases regarding the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) Wastewater Collection System review/permitting fees and Wastewater Facility 
annual inspection fees as presented in the proposed $12 million Budget Plan for Water 
Resources. 

 
(4:39:50) 
 E. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 The Board considered the proposed FY 2008 Budget for the Health and Human Services 

Business Center relative to the Level of Service (LOS) Implications, Policy Implications, 
and Community Outcome Areas Affected for the Human Services/Non Grants-in-Aid, 
Health Department, and Grants-In-Aid/Human Services on pages 14 through 16, Tab 6 of 
Staff’s report. 

 
 Staff Presenters:  Deputy County Administrator David Bullock and County Administrator 

James Ley 
 
 Public Presenters:  Health and Human Services Executive Director William Little, Health 

and Human Services Social Services General Manager Charles Taylor, and Health and 
Human Services Environmental Administrator Charles Henry 

 
 4:43:37 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to the reductions as 

presented in the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for the Non Grants-In-Aid Programs. 
 4:47:17 Board Action: Requested clarification regarding the proposed reduction impacts to 

the Community Health Improvement Partnership (CHIP) Program.  Requested by Staub, 
without objection. 
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 1. FINANCIAL PLANNING - Continued 
 
 E. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES - Continued 
 4:54:52 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to the reductions as 

presented in the proposed $6.5 million Budget Plan for the Health Department. 
 4:59:44 Board Action:  Requested clarification of the basis for the existence and the 

patrons of the Law Library.  Requested by Mercier, without objection. 
 5:12:42 Board Action:  Noted a majority consensus by Patterson to reduce the Contracted 

Human Services funding by seven percent, retain the funding for the Community 
Alternative Residential Treatment (CART) Initiative and Voluntary Interim Placement-
Enhanced Recovery (VIP-ER) Program, eliminate the Strategic Initiative and Opportunities 
(SIO) funding for the Quality Child Care Initiative and the Law Library based upon the 
proposed $12 million Budget Plan for Human Services/Grants-in-Aid. 

 
 2. OTHER BUSINESS - No Items were presented. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  5:33 p.m. 
 


